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Argyle  Street, 

Hebburn, 
September,  1948. 

To  (he  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebburn  Urban 

District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mesdames  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1947,  on  the  Health  and  sanitary  conditions  of  the  district. 

The  birth  rate  was  higher  than  in  1946,  the  figures  being  22.1 
and  22.0  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  respectively. 

The  death  rate  was  12.3  per  1,000  in  1947  against  12.8  per 
1,000  in  the  previous  year. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  this  year,  65.6  per  1,000  live 
births,  was  slightly  less  than  in  1946  when  the  figure  was  67.8. 

There  were  36  notifications  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  3 
notifications  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  this  year,  compared 
with  37  and  6 respectively  last  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  was  19 
compared  with  16  in  1946,  and  no  deaths  occurred  from  the  non- 
respiratory  type  of  the  disease  as  against  6 in  the  previous  year. 

The  incidence  of  diphtheria  during  the  year  was  the  same  as 
in  1946,  namely,  2. 

The  number  of  scarlet  fever  cases  was  less  than  in  1946,  34  as 
against  38. 

1 would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  grateful 
appreciation  for  the  assistance  1 have  received  from  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  and  also  from  the  staff  of  the  Health 
and  Cleansing  Departments,  by  fellow  officials  and  the  Matron 
and  staff  of  the  Hospital. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  D.  MILLAR, 

M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.  (Durh.),  D.P.H., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT. 


STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Superintendent  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital — William  D.  Millar,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy. 
(Durham),  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector — W.  S.  Bruce,  MLR. San. I.,  M.SI.A. 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector — P.  Milne,  A.R-San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
(Appointed  17th  November,  1947). 

Sister  in  Charge  of  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital— Miss  Josephine 
McCormack,  S.R.N. 

Cleansing  Superintendent — Thomas  Taggart. 

Chief  Clerk  to  Health  Department — David  A.  McGuinness. 
Shorthand-Typist  to  Health  Department — Miss  E.  Bradley. 
Shorthand-Typist  to  Cleansing  Department — Miss  M.  Wallace. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area.. 

SECTION  A. 

Statistics  of  the  Area. 

Area  of  District—  1 ,676.415  acres- 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  end  of  1947  according  to  rate 
books) — 6,303. 

Rateable  Value  (December) — £107,168. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £393. 

Estimated  Resident  Population — 22,750. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total— 141. 

(b)  As  part  of  Municipal  Housing  Scheme — 137. 

No.  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  Nos.  given  separately  under  (b) — 141 . 
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(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Act*:  — 
(i)  By  the  Local  Authority — 'None- 
(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons — 141. 

No.  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority — 1,089. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births — Total.  M.  F. 

Legitimate  482  231  251 

Illegitimate  21  9 12 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent population,  22.1. 


Still  Births — 

Legitimate  .....  12  6 6 

Illegitimate  — — — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births, 

23.8. 

Deaths  279  143  136 


Death  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent population,  12.3. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  (Headings 
Registrar-General’s  Short  List) — 

Deaths. 

No.  29 — Puerperal  Sepsis  1 

No.  30 — Other  Maternal  Causes...  1 


29  and  30  of  the 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  & still)  births. 

1.93 

1.93 


2 ...  3.86 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births  65.6 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  • 64.2 

Illegitimate  Infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  95.2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...j 43 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...... 1...1 i 3 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...... j 2 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  9 


7 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

The  birth-rate  in  1947  was  22.1.  The  total  number  of  births 
was  503  of  which  240  were  males  and  263  females. 

The  birth-rate  of  Hebburn  compared  with  the  rest  of  the 


Country  generally  was  as  follows  : — 

England  and  Wales  j 20.5 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  23.3 

148  Smaller  Towns  ., 22.2 

London  Administrative  County  22.7 

Hebburn  Urban  District  i , 22.1 


Still  Births  (Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population). 

The  number  of  still  births  in  the  district  was  12,  and  the  rate 
compared  with  the  Country  generally  was  as  follows  : — 


England  and  Wales  i 0.50 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  0.62 

148  Smaller  Towns  ,i 0.54 

London  Administrative  County  0,49 

Hebburn  Urban  District  ,t 0.52 

Deaths. 


The  death  rate  in  1947  was  12.3  as  compared  with  12.8  in 
1946.  The  following  figures  show  the  comparison  with  the  rest  of 


the  country  : — 

England  and  Wales  , 12.0 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns  13.0 

148  Smaller  Towns  ., 11.9 

London  Administrative  County  12.8 

Hebburn  Urban  District  12.3 
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The  following  table  shews  the  classification  of  deaths  from  ah 
causes  CRegrstrar-Generars  figures)  1947: — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

Ail  Causes. 

H3 

' hH 

to 

Ob  j 

i Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  ... 

. . . 

2 Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

♦ . . 

1 

3 Scarlet  Fever 

» • • 

4 Whooping-Cough 

• • • 

2 

5 Diphtheria 

. . . 

... 

6 Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

9 

IO 

7 Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

♦ . . 

... 

8 Syphilitic  Disease 

• . . 

4 

9 Influenza  ... 

5 

8 

io  Measles  ... 

3 

• •• 

1 1 Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 
polioencephalitis 

12  Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis 

... 

. • . 

13  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oeso- 
phagus (male):  uterus  (female)... 

5 

14  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

9 

2 

15  Cancer  of  breast 

2 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

15 

IO 

17  Diabetes  ... 

1 

1 

18  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

T3 

11 

19  Heart  disease 

29 

25 

20  Other  diseases  circulatory  system 

>-7 

/ 

4 

21  Bronchitis 

id 

4 

22  Pneumonia 

6 

4 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

3 

24  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

2 

... 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

3 

6 

26  Appendicitis 

• • • 

1 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

0 

0 

28  Nephritis 

3 

3 

29  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

• • • 

1 

30  Other  maternal  causes 

... 

1 

31  Premature  birth 

1 

5 

32  Congenital  malformations,  birth 
injury  (inf.  dis.) 

3 

8 

33  Suicide 

1 

T 

34  Road  traffic  accidents 

• • • 

... 

35  Other  violent  causes  ... 

3 

I 

36  All  other  causes 

1 1 
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SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

WATER. 

The  Urban  District  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  mains  of 
the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Co.,  and  the  Sunderland  and 
South  Shields  Water  Co. 

The  supply  is  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  was  no  development  of  existing  drainage  and  sewerage 
during  the  year. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  River  Tyne  continues  to  serve  as  a common  sewer  for  the 
many  townships  along  its  banks.  Sewage  is  not  treated  before 
discharge  into  the  river. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Report  of  Cleansing  Superintendent. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1947. 

Regular  inspections  of  the  district  have  been  made  and  the 
Public  Cleansing  Services  have  been  maintained  to  satisfaction. 

With  reference  to  Salvage  Recovery,  there  has  been  a gradual 
improvement  in  salvage  output,  the  income  for  the  year  showing 
an  increase  of  37%  over  the  income  for  last  year. 

No  serious  complaints  or  difficulties  have  arisen  during  the 
year  and  all  effort  has  been  made  to  upkeep  an  efficient  standard  of 
cleanliness  in  the  district. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

THOMAS  TAGGART, 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

There  were  6,501  houses  and  premises  from  which  refuse  was 
collected  and  disposed  of.  92%  of  the  refuse  collection  work  was 
done  by  mechanical  vehicles  and  8%  by  horse‘ drawn  vehicles. 

The  mechanical  vehicles  consist  of  one  3-tons  Leyland  Cub 
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Refuse  Collector  with  body  capacity  of  7 cubic  yards,  and  one  3- 
tons  Dennis  Refuse  Collector  with  body  capacity  of  10  cubic  yards. 
Each  mechanical  vehicle  is  manned  by  4 loaders. 

House  Refuse  and  Salvage  is  collected  once  per  week.  Two 
large  trailer  vans,  attached  to  the  collection  vehicles,  are  used  for 
the  collection  of  salvage.  One  horse-vehicle  and  one  loader  are 
also  engaged  on  house  refure  collection  and  scavenging  work. 

Trade  Refuse  is  collected  from  Shops,  etc.,  and  one  horse- 
vehicle  and  one  loader  are  engaged  on  this  work. 

The  quantity  of  salvage  collected  and  the  income  therefrom 
are  shown  in  the  appended  summary. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  total  income  of  £525  7s.  3d.  for  this 
year,  shows  an  increase  of  37%  to  that  of  1946. 

The  system  of  refuse  disposal  adopted  by  this  Authority  is 
Controlled  Tipping,  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  precautions  regard- 
ing this  method  have  been  observed.  The  tipping  ground  is  the 
property  of  Messrs.  A.  Reyrolle  and  Co.  Ltd.,  and  is  situated  at 
the  west  boundary  of  the  Company’s  works.  The  site  is  suitably 
distant  from  the  residential  area,  and  no  complaints  from  the 
public  have  arisen  during  the  year  as  the  result  of  tipping  opera- 
tions on  this  site. 

By  the  kind  permission  of  Messrs.  A.  Reyrolle  and  Co.  Ltd., 
we  are  allowed  to  use  this  site  as  a refuse  disposal  tip  free  of  cost. 

In  general,  the  whole  of  this  service  has  been  maintained  to 
satisfaction  during  the  year  end  no  serious  complaints  were 
recorded. 

Street  Sweeping. 

There  are  28.81  miles  of  streets  in  the  district,  of  which  1.4 
are  swept  daily,  1.29  miles  threee  times  weekly,  2.63  miles  twice 
weekly,  and  23.49  miles  once  weekly. 

The  district  is  divided  into  eight  cleansing  areas,  and  street 
swreepings  are  deposited  at  suitable  depots  or  tips  in  each  area.  In 
built  up  areas  where  there  are  no  convenient  tips,  sweepings  are 
collected  daily  from  each  depot. 

I must  record  that  during  February  and  March,  heavy  snow 
falls  and  periods  of  severe  frost  were  experienced.  Snow  clearance 
work  was  carried  out  to  satisfaction.  Industrial  roads  as  well  as 
main  roads  were  kept  open  to  traffic  with  all  efficiency,  which  ser- 
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vice  brought  praise  to  the  Authority  from  the  major  Industries  and 
Transport  Companies  in  the  district. 


0 oily  Cleansing. 

All  gullies  are  mechanically  cleansed  by  a Dennis  Mechanical 
Gully  Emptier  with  tank  capacity  of  750  gallons  (350  gallons  sludge 
compartment  and  400  clean  water  compartment).  Street  Washing 
and  Sewer  Flushing  is  also1  done  by  this  machine. 

There  are  2,250  gullies  in  the  district  which  are  cleansed  at 
least,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  cleansings  per  annum.  Many  of  the 
back  street  gullies  are  cleansed  at  the  rate  of  twenty  cleansings 
per  annum,  particularly  in  densely  populated  areas. 

During  the  year  the  Scavenging  Service  on  a whole  was  main- 
tained to  satisfaction  and  without  any  serious  difficulties  being 
exerienced. 


Annual  Return  of  Salvage. 


Waste  Paper  

Light  Scrap  Metal 
Kitchen  Waste  ... 

Textiles  

Bottles,  Jars,  etc. 


Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  lbs. 
71  3 — — 

— 15  — — 

16  3 — — 

1 2 3 21 

3 7 


£ s.  d . 
446  13  10 
1 2 6 
24  4 6 

17  16  11 
35  9 6 


Totals  ...  92  10  3 21  ...£525  7 3 


Quantity  of  Refuse  Collected  during  the  Year. 

Motor  Loads.  Cart  Loads. 


House  Refuse  2,895  ...  210 

Trade  Refuse  .j 42  ...  672 

Scavenging'  (gully  sludge,  sweepings,  etc.)..  397  ...  400 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse  during  the  Year  Ending  31st 
December,  1947. 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  (excluding  salvage)  6,719  tons. 

Street  Sweepings  and  Gully  Sludge  797  tons. 


Total  Refuse  Disposed  of  at  the  tip  7,516  tons. 


Total  salvage  collected  and  disposed  of  92  tons. 


Total  ...i  7,608  tons. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION, 

There  are  7 privy  ash-closets  and  5,985  water  closets  in  the 
district.  The.  latter  includes  137  new  water  closets  added  during' 
the  year. 


SAN  ITAR  Y INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Report  ot  Mr.  W.  S.  Bruce,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  nuisances  and  defects  dealt  with 
under  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Nuisance  or  Defect. 


Buildings. 

Defective  chimney  stacks  

,,  chimney  pots  

,,  ceilings  i 

,,  door,  doorframes  & fittings... 

,,  eaves  and  rainwater  spouting 

,,  floors  and  skirtings  

,,  fireplaces,  cooking  ranges  and 

flues  

,,  gables  

, , roofs  

,,  scullery  sinks  and  benches  ... 

,,  staircases  and  passages  

,,  walls  (external)  

,,  walls  (internal)  

,,  windows,  frames,  sashes,  and 

cords  

Dampness  of  walls,  etc.  

Drainage,  etc. 

Defective  or  choked  drains  

,,  gullies  

,,  waterclosets,  cistern,  pipes, 

etc , 

,,  manholes,  covers,  etc 

Insufficient  watercloset  accommodation 

Dustbins. 

Insufficient  or  defective  

Food  Stores. 

Defective  foodstore  

Insufficient  foodstore  

Outhouses  and  Offfshots 

Defective  structure  and  roofs  

,,  door,  doorframes  & fittings... 

Wash-houses. 

Defective  structure  and  roofs  

,,  set  pots,  fireboxes,  etc 

,,  washing  bench  i, 

Insufficient  washing  accommodation  ... 

Water  Supply. 

No  water  supply  

Defective  pipes  and  fittings  

Yards, 

D fective  surfaces  

,,  yard  walls  

,,  yard  doors,  doorframes  and 

fittings  

Dirty  condition  of  yards  ■ 

Miscellaneous. 

Smoke  nuisance  

Verminous  premises  

Dirty  premises,  waterclosets,  etc 

Accumulation  of  refuse  

Empty  shops  

D fective  gas  pipes  and  fittings  

TOTALS  ... 


informal 

Notice. 

Statutory 

Notice. 

Complied 

with. 

4 

2 

4 

6 

4 

6 

36 

22 

29 

47 

29 

43 

125 

78 

115 

S9 

18 

38 

38 

18 

34 

11 

7 

8 

175 

109 

159 

40 

22 

38 

24 

12 

21 

40 

25 

36 

62 

38 

59 

55 

34 

47 

67 

27 

60 

50 

12 

50 

10 

5 

10 

09 

56 

94 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

103 

47 

91 

13 

9 

11 

1 

— 

1 

73 

40 

64 

69 

43 

66 

22 

10 

18 

18 

13 

18 

1 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

15 

11 

15 

25 

18 

25 

14 

9 

8 

26 

18 

24 

88 

52 

85 

1 

— 

1 

4 

2 

4 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

5 

— 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1,416 

794 

1,297 

15 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Smoke  observations  were  carried  out  in  connection  with  the 
chimneys  of  several  'factories  in  the  area.  In  one  instance  the 
dense  smoke  emission  was  due  to  initial  firing-  of  boilers  with  oil 
fuel,  and  the  firm  are  considering  plans  for  alterations  to  existing 
chimneys  to  obviate  this  nuisance.  Representations  were  made  to 
another  firm  regarding  smoke  emission  from  one  of  their  chimneys, 
and  the  matter  is  .under  consideration. 

Whenever  heavy  smoke  emission  is  observed,  the  cause  is 
investigated  and  advice  given  to  remedy  the  nuisance  where  pos- 
sible. 

16  smoke  observations  were  made  during  the  year. 

SCHOOLS. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  close  any  school  or  department  in 
order  to  prevent  spread  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year. 

School  children  suffering  from  an  infectious  disease  and  any 
school  children  who  are  contacts  from  infected  homes  are  excluded 
from  school  for  the  required  period. 

Sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities  at  schools 
were  inspected  periodicallv  during  the  year.  2 notices  were  for- 
warded to  the  Divisional  Officer  regarding  defects  found  at  two 
schools. 

SHOPS  ACTS,  1934. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health,  including 

inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Premises. 


Inspections. 


Written 

Notices. 


Occupier* 

Prosecuted. 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Section  1,  2,  3, 
4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced  b)r  Local 
Authorities  

10 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 

1 1d p T,ch'fi1  A iifhoritv  . .. 

57 

4 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Author- 
ity (excluding'  out-workers  prem- 

ICPC  1 

, 

Total  . . . ' 

67 

5 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: — 


Referred 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Numqer  of 
Cases  in  which 
i prosecutions 
were 

I instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  

1 

; ’ t 

I 



— 

Overcrowding-  (S.2)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  



— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6).. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  insufficient  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  

9 

8 

— 

I 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  

— 

— 

— 

— 



Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to, 

• 

Outwork)  j 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . . . i 

1 

10 

9 

— 

I 
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LIST  OF  TRADES. 

Asbestos  Workers  

Builders  

Bakehouses  ....... 

Boot  Repairers  

Butchers  . .. 

Coke  and  Gas  Works  

Dry  Battery  Maker  

Electrical  Engineering-  

Fancy  Paper  Goods  Maker  

Foundries  

General  Engineering  

Hemp  Breaking  and  Cleaning  

Ice  Cream  Makers  

Instrument  Maker  

Joiners  

Laundry  ...... 

Marine  Engineering  

Metal  Extractors  and  Refiners  

Motor  Vehicle  Repairers  

Plumbers  

Painters  and  Decorators  

Paint  Makers  

Printing  

Shipbuilding  and  Repairing'  

Structural  Engineers  t. ... 

Sawmills  

Warehousemen  and  Packers  


1 

5 

4 

3 

20 

1 

1 

4 
1 
2 
3 
1 
2 
1 

3 
1 
1 
1 

4 


0 
4 
2 

1 
2 
1 
2 
1 


75 


The  attention  of  the  occupier  of  one  large  factory  was  drawn 
to  the  unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation  and  steps  are  being  taken 
by  them  to  instal  modern  fittings. 

The  remaining  defects  related  to  the  insanitary  condition, 
defective  lighting,  and  insufficient  screening  of  sanitary  conven- 
iences, all  of  which  were  subsequently  remedied. 

One  Outworkers  premises  was  inspected  and  found  satisfac- 
tory. 
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MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE. 

One  certificate  was  issued  under  the  provisions  of  Section  34 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

DISINFESTATION. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bug's  : — Council  Houses.  Other  Houses 
Number  of  houses  infested  ...  — ...  4 

As  a precautionary  measure,  18  council  houses  which  became 
vacant  were  sprayed,  prior  to  occupation  by  the  incoming'  tenants. 

No  general  disinfectation  scheme  for  Council  Houses  and 
removals  to  Council  houses  is  in  force.  Compaints  of  bug  infesta- 
tion are  investigated  and  treatment  is  carried  out. 

SWIMMING  BATHS. 

There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  area. 

SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  THEATRES,  CINEMAS,  Etc. 

All  public  buildings  have  received  attention,  and  any  defects 
relating  to  sanitary  conveniences,  ventilation,  or  cleanliness  were 
immediately  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  proprietors. 

HOTELS,  PUBLIC  HOUSES,  CLUBS.  AND  HOSTELS. 

16  inspections  of  these  premises  were  made  and  the  sanitary 
conditions  were  found  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory. 

Alterations  and  improvements  were  effected  to  the  drainage 
systems  at  1 Public  House  and  1 Club,  and  improved  sanitary 
accommodation  provided  at  1 Public  House  and  1 Club. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  Rats  and  Mice  Districution  Act,  1919,  is  administered  by 
Durham  County  Council. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  sewers  and  the  refuse  tip  were 
made  during  the  year,  with  gratifying  results. 

All  complaints  of  rodent  infestation  in  private  property  are 
investigated  and  forwarded  to  Durham  County  Council. 
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SECTION  D. 

Housing. 

NEW  HOUSES. 


Houses  erected  during  the 
year. 

With 

State 

Assistance. 

Without 

State 

Assistance. 

TOTAL. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  — 

Permanent  ( 

32 

32 

105 

Temporary  

105 



(b)  By  other  bodies  or  persons — 
Temporary  ,... 

Permanent  , 

— 1 

— 

— 

137 

137 

In  addition  to  the  above,  4 houses  were  rebuilt  after  destruc- 
tion by  enemy  action. 


I.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing' Acts  — 387 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,821 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  11 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  7 

II.  REM E D Y OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE 

OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority 
or  its  officers  222 

III.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  11  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Numbers  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  7 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  G 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

B.  Proceeding's  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — • 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring*  defects  to  be 


remedied  220 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — • 

(a)  By  Owners  204 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:  — 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu- 

ance of  Demolition  Orders  .> 10 


D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  < ...i  1 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  — 

OVERCROWDING. 

During  the  latter  part  of  1947  a comperhensive  survey  of 
housing  conditions  was  made  in  the  area.  The  survey  revealed  an 
anticipated  but  nevertheless  alarming  state  of  overcrowding. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  survey:  — 
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Private 

Houses. 

Council  and 
North  East- 
ern Housing 
Assoc. 

Houses. 

TOTAL. 

Number  of  Houses  visited  

3198 

1371 

5289 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded.. 

542 

143 

685 

Percentage  of  houses  over- 
crowded   

14% 

10.4% 

13% 

Number  of  sub-tenants  

374 

222 

596 

Percentage  of  houses  with  sub- 
tenants   

9.5% 

16.2% 

n% 

The  standard  of  overcrowding'  used  was  that  of  the  Hoiusing 
Act,  1936. 


Of  the  3,918  private  houses,  some  1,691  (40%)  are  two 
roomed  flats,  and  of  these  397  (23.5%)  are  overcrowded,  that  is, 
practically  one  in  every  four. 

All  these  dwelling'  houses  are  over  50  years  old,  many  are 
entered  by  back  staircases  only,  and  in  a number  of  cases,  sanitary 
and  washing-  accommodation  are  shared  by  two  to  four  tenants. 
There  is  absolutely  no  sex  separation.  Eight  and  nine  persons  per 
two-roomed  house  is  common,  and  in  some  instances  three  double 
beds  are  in  use  in  one  room. 

The  sub-tenant  position  will  deteriorate,  as  there  is  no  pros- 
pect of  re-housing  small  families  at  present,  and  practically  all  the 
sub-tenants  are  members  of  the  tenant’s  family,  and  cannot  be 
avoided.  The  105  prefabricated  houses  were  occupied  prior  to  the 
survey. 

64  Cases  of  overcrowding  were  relieved  during  the  year. 
Wherever  possible  the  Council  endeavour  to  relieve  overcrowding 
in  their  own  property  by  re-adjustment  of  tenancies. 

HOUSING  DISREPAIR. 

A large  percentage  of  complaints  and  nuisances  investigated 
and  dealt  with  were  due  to  structural  defects  and  disrepair  of 
dwelling  houses,  a legacy  of  the  war  years  when  very  little  repair 
and  maintenance  of  property  were  carried  out. 

The  position  is  aggravated  by  the  large  amount  of  the  prop- 
erty in  the  area,  mostly  between  50  and  100  years  old,  which  but 
for  the  war,  would  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  slum  clearance 
programme. 
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Difficulties  and  delays  in  obtaining-  materials  for  repair  work, 
also  contributed  to  the  general  dilapidation  of  property. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  repairs 
Housing-  Acts  : — 

carried  out 

under  the 

Informal 

Statutory 

Complied 

Defect. 

Notice. 

Notice. 

with. 

Buildings, 

Defective  ceilings  

1 

1 

1 

,,  door,  doorframes  & fittings.. 

1 

1 

1 

,,  eaves  & rainwater  spouting. 

7 

7 

7 

,,  floors  and  skirtings  

1 

1 

1 

,,  fireplaces,  cooking  ranges  & 

flues  

3 

3 

2 

,,  gables  

1 

1 

1 

, , roofs  

3 

3 

3 

,,  walls  (external)  

6 

6 

6 

,,  walls  (internal)  

3 

3 

3 

,,  windows,  frames,  sashes  ajftd 

cords  

3 

3 

3 

Dampness  of  walls  

7 

7 

7 

Drainage. 

Defective  manholes,  covers,  etc 

1 

1 

1 

Dustbins. 

Insufficient  or  defective  

3 

3 

3 

Water  Supply. 

Defective  pipps  and  fittings  

1 

1 

1 

j 

41 

41 

40 

SLUM  CLEARANCE. 


Nos.  16  to  38,  Carr  Street  was  declared  a Clearance  Area,  by 
resolution  of  the  Council  on  11th  February,  1947.  This  property 
comprised  9 dwelling-  houses  and  shops  combined,  and  two  shops, 
all  of  which  were  unoccupied  and  derelict.  The  property  was 
subsequently  demolished  by  the  owners. 


SECTION  E. 

inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1928. 

There  are  four  producers  and  retailers  of  non-designated  milk 
in  the  area.  18  inspections  were  made  to  these  premises  which 
have  received  regular  cleansing  and  limewashing;  during  the  year. 

Plans  were  under  consideration  for  structural  improvements 
to  the  cowshed  and  dairy  at  one  farm. 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER,  1938. 

The  following-  licences  were  in  operation  under  the  above 
Orders  : — 

Two  Supplementary  Licences  to  retail  pasteurised  milk. 

One  Supplementary  Licence  to  retail  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK. 

4 samples  of  locally  produced  non-designated  milks  were 
examined.  Of  these,  4 samples  satisfied  the  Coliform  test  and  3 
the  Methylene  Blue  test.  A copy  of  the  (unsatisfactory  report  was 
forwarded  to  the  producer  concerned. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS, 

All  slaughtering  is  centralized  at  Newcastle  under  Government 
control. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  following  foodstuffs  which  were  found  unfit  for  human 
consumption  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  A proportion  of  the 
food  was  utilized  for  the  manufacture  of  artificial  fertilizers,  and 
the  remainder  destroyed. — 


Tinned  & Bottled  Foods.  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs.  Number. 

Beef  (Minced)  .......... 1 

Beef  (Roast)  1 

Beef  and  Cereals  1 

Beans  i 15 

Fish  4 

Jam  and  Marmalade  >..  19 

Meat  and  Vegetables  ...j 7 

Meat  Paste  1 

Milk  33  tins. 

Ox  Tongue  ,...! 12 

Peaches  ,i 4 

Pears  2 

Peas  ,i 13 

Pickles  and  Sauces  10  jars. 

Plums  3 

Pork  and  Ham  j 15 

Pork  Sausage  j 7 

Potted  Meat  1 

Rhubarb  2 

Sausage  and  Sausage  Meat  ...  4 

Sheeps  Tongue  1 

Soups  j 6 

Spaghetti  4 


H 


Steak  ; 7 

Stew  2 

Tomatoes  & Tomatoe  Juice  ...  9 

Meat  and  Fish. 

Beef  3 3 19 

Provisions,  etc. 

Almond  substitute  1 — 

Bacon  4 

Bread  , 1 

Cheese  a 

Fish  Cakes  40 

Flour  6 

Meat  Pies  >.  4 

Oat  Cakes  19  packets. 

Rolled  Oats  2 

Salt  10 

Self-Raising"  Flour  2 

Tea  1 
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FOOD  PREPARING  PREM ISES— BUTCHERS  AND 
PORK  BUTCHERS  SHOPS. 

There  are  16  butchers  and  4 pork  butchers’  shops  in  the  area. 
11  butchers  and  4 pork  butchers’  shops  are  registered  for  the  pre- 
paration or  manufacture  of  sausage  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or 
preserved  food.  In  four  instances  it  was  necessary  to  notify  the 
occupiers  of  infringements  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  one 
of  which  related  to  extensive  structural  improvements.  This 
matter  was  receiving  attention  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Frequent  inspections  were  made  of  all  premises  during  the 
year. 

FISHMONGERS  AND  FISH-FRYING  PREMISES. 

There  are  two  fresh  fish  and  11  fish  frying  premises  ip  the 
area.  These  received  frequent  visits  during  the  year,  and  it  was 
necessary  on  4 occasions  to  notify  the  occupiers  of  contraventions 
relating  to  cleanliness  of  preparation  rooms,  and  out-premises. 

ICE-CREAM  PREMISES. 

The  increasing  popularity  of  this  food,  and  the  inherent 
danger  to  the  public,  of  ice-cream  produced  and  handled  under 
varying  conditions  has  necessitated  increased  vigilance  and 
supervision. 
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The  Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947, 
which  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  May,  1947,  marked  a useful 
-step  forward  in  strengthening  the  powers  of  Local  Authorities  in 
connection  with  ice-cream  manufacture  and  distribution,  and  dur- 
ing the  year  all  premises  were  constantly  visited  and  advice  given 
where  necessary. 

There  were  2 premises  registered  for  the  manufacture,  storage 
and  sale,  and  3 premises  for  the  sale  only  of  ice-cream.  Of  the 
latter,  2 of  the  registrations  permitted  only  the  sale  of  ice-cream  in 
a pre-wrapped  form. 

44  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 

CAFES  AND  RESTAURANTS. 

Under  this  heading  are  included  all  hotels,  cafes,  restaurants, 
-snack  bars,  hostels,  and  works  canteens. 

Communal  feeding  is  increasing  and  this  demands  careful  and 
constant  supervision  of  all  premises  where  food  is  handled,  pre- 
pared and  cooked.  Premises  originally  intended  for  a compara- 
tively small  custom,  now  cater  for  several  hundreds  daily  in  some 
cases,  and  lack  of  sufficient  space  for  preparation,  cooking  and 
washing'-up  is  becoming  a problem,  which  will  require  to  be  dealt 
with.  Difficulties  also  arise  in  lack  of  W.C.  accommodation  for 
staff  and  patrons,  personal  washing  arrangements  for  staff  and 
space  for  refuse  storage,  all  due  to  cramped  premises  with  no 
room  for  development. 

The  number  and  types  of  these  premises  are  as  follows  : — 


Hotel  Kitchens  1 

Hostel  Kitchens  1 

Cafes  & restaurants  with  snack  bars 

combined  5 

Works  canteens  8 


Total  ...  15 


67  inspections  were  made  to  the  above  premises.  WTerever 
possible  advice  was  given  on  personal  cleanliness  to  employers  and 
staff. 

BAKERIES. 

There  are  4 bakeries  in  the  area  (3  mechanical  and  1 non- 
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mechanical)  and  these  were  generally  in  a satisfactory  condition, 
despite  difficulties  in  renewal  of  equipment,  etc. 

The  following  table  supplied  by  Durham  County  Council  shows 
the  number  of  food  samples  submitted  for  Analysis  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  during  the  year  : — - 


Article. 

Nu 

Formal. 

mber  analys 
Informal. 

ed. 

Total. 

Barley  Pudding  Mixture  

1 

I 

Barley  . .., 

3 

3 

Butter  

3 

3 

Bun  Flour  

1 

1 

Cake  Flour  

1 

1 

Cocoa  

1 

1 

Cod  Roe  Spread  : 

1 

1 

Epsom  Salts  

1 

1 

Golden  Raising  Powder  

1 

1 

Herrings,  Rippered  

1 

1 

Iodine,  Tincture  of  

1 

1 

Jam,  Jelly  and  Marmalade  

4 

4 

Jefly,  Table  

1 

i 

Liver  Salts  

1 

1 

Lard  

2 

2 

Lemon  Cheese  

1 

1 

Margarine  

1 

1 

Meat  Pies  

1 

1 

Meat,  Potted  and  Tinned  

1 

1 

Milk,  New  

10 

10 

Milk,  Dried  Full  Cream  

Milk,  Full  Cream  Sweetened 

1 

1 

Condensed  

3 

3 

Meat  & Veg.  with  Beans  

1 1 

1 

Oatmeal  

1 

1 

Potatoes  

1 

1 

Potato  Chips  

j 

1 

1 

Steak,  Stewed  

1 

1 

Semolina  , 

2 

2 

Soup,  Tinned  Meat  

1 

1 

Sugar  

3 

3 

Sugar,  Icing  . .., 

1 

1 

S i 1 cl  in  Oil  

1 

1 

Tea  

4 

4 

| 

46 

12 

58 

W.  S.  BRUCE.,  MLR. SAN. I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  F. 

Prevention  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 

Other  Diseases. 

VACCINATION. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  vaccination  carried  out 
during  the  year:  — 


Births. 

Vaccinated 

Successfully. 

Insus- 

ceptible 

Died  un- 
vaccinated. 

Conscien- 

tious 

Objectors. 

P.p.  by 

Medical 

Cert. 

Removed. 

Address 

Traced. 

Removed. 

Address 

Not  Traced. 

416 

260 

nil. 

13 

128 

6 

9 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  W.  Cartman,  Registrar  and  Vaccin- 
ation Officer,  for  the  above  information. 


DIPHTHERIA, 

2 caess  were  notified  and  admitted  to  Hospital  as  diphtheria. 
2 cases  proved  to  be  diphtheria.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this 
disease. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

A Summary  of  the  state  of  the  Diphtheria  Immunisation 
Campaign  from  its  inception  in  1941  to  the  end  of  1947  is  given 
below  : — 

Number  of  Children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of 


Immunisation  up  to  31st  December,  1947. 


Under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total  under 

Born  1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1938-42 

1933-47 

15  years. 

5 

119 

150 

230 

264 

1 ,876 

1,557 

4,201 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

34  cases  were  notified  and  admitted  to  Hospital  as  Scarlet 
Fever.  They  all  proved  to  be  Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

74  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  as  against  114  last 
year.  There  were  two  deaths  from  this  disease. 
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ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS. 

8 cases  were  noticed,  there  were  no  deaths. 

MEASLES. 

212  cases  of  Measles  were  notified  during  1947  compared  with 
288  in  1946.  210  occurring  in  ages  1 — 5 and  remaining  2 in  5 — 10 

group.  There  were  three  deaths. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

8 cases  were  notified.  7 occurred  between  the  ages  of  35 — 65. 

PNEUMONIA. 

41  cases  were  notified  against  59  last  year.  There  were  10 
deaths. 

CEREBRO  SPINAL  FEVER. 

There  was  one  death  from  this  disease,  a child  of  13  months 
(died  at  home). 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  following 

information : — 

The  number  of  inhabitants  of  Hebburn  attending  the  Clinics 

for  Venereal  Diseases  during  1947  was  67  males  and  30  females, 
as  against  107  and  14  respectively  in  1946. 


Tuberculosis — New  Cases  and  Mortality  for  1947. 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 
M.  F. 

Under  1 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 5 

I 

6 — 15 

I 

16—25  

4 

7 

— 

— 

3 

4 

— 

— 

26—35  

6 

6 

— 

— 

5 

6 

— 

— 

36—45  

2 

i 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

46 — 55  

5 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

56 — 65  

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

66  and  upwards 

— 

1 " 

— 

— 

— 



Total  

20 

16 

— 

3 

9 

IO 

— 

- - 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis — 36  notifications  were  received  com- 
pared with  37  in  1946. 

There  were  19  deaths  compared  with  16  last  year. 

Non- Respiratory  Tuberculosis — 3 notifications  were  received 
compared  with  6 in  1946. 

There  were  no  deaths  compared  with  6 last  year. 


Table  showing  the  Age  incidence,  Deaths,  etc*,  from  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year 


1 1 

' 

1 

01 

' 

CO 

04  m | 

1 ^ 

I co 

04 

' 

hH 

' 

OO  H-  M 

1 | 

1 

1 

| X 

04 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 1 

1 1 

I 

1 

I ^ 

CO 

1 

1 

111! 

1 1 

I 

! 

04 

04 

1 

1 

! 

11“ 

I I 

hH 

1 

| X 

1 

1 

1 

l-H  hH 

W 

1 

• 

hH 

! 

1 

! 

1 I 1 

1 ^ 
hH 

1 

1 

hH 

1 

04 

1 

HH 

X 

h- J 

1 

CO 

) — i 

6o 

X 

“ 1 1 

04 

1 

1 

“ 

1 

hH 

m 

X 

1 1 1 

hH 

1 

1 

I 

X 

'O 

hH 

HH 

1 

1 

1 “ 

! 

X 

co 

hH 

hH 

04  ! 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

1 

co 

1 

o 

C4 

X - 

HH 

^ N i | 

1 | 

1 

1 

04 

1 

hH 

<N 

04 

1 ! 1 

34 

04 

1 

hH 

1 X 

oo 

2 12 

1 

OC  |-1  i-h 

u 

<D 


c n 
X 


-Op 

P cd 

Z Q 


H TJ 

X S 

S ? 

a a 

X CD 


P 

o 'a 

^ co 

O 

trj 


CD 

CD 

H 

p 

b/C 

• rH 

lx 

<v 

-i — > 

o 

cd 

j-j 

i-i 

o 

U 


cd 

cd 

X 


co 

CD 

co 

P 

a 


0) 

<0 


P 

Z 


CO 

X 


CO 

P" 


X 

CO 


o 

04 


CO 


04 


•sqSe 

[P3  W 


CO 

CD 

CO 

P 

CD 

CO 


JD 

O 

P 

X 

• r-H 

4—> 

O 

Z 


p 

u 

O 

DJ 

P 

C 

o 


5-1 

<D 

> 

0D 

!x 


CO 


<D 


'o 

X 

a 

x 


p 


in 

<D 

1 

<D 

> 

■ 

z 

X 

o 

CD 

X 

ria 

kO 

5h 

p 

• T“4 

c* 

p 

p 

CD 

i 

<D 

<D 

c 

o 

4-4 

JV 

X 

4-4 

4-4 

p 

r ■ i 

C3 

S 

"p 

f 

5h 

X 

<D 

JO 

p 

P 

X 

CO 

-4-> 

CD 

c 

a 

• *-H 

to 

Oh 

P 

CO 

co 

Q 

Q 

o 

X 

P 

to 

03 

5_, 

rO 

<D 

0 

p 

£ 

rtf 

5-1 

U 

p 

’x 

o 

• 4“ H 

X 

to 

IX 

co 

P 

»■  ■ I 

<D 

.x 

(/) 

5h 

w 


CO 

JD 

CO 

p 

<v 


a 

o 

o 


o 

5-! 

X 

<D 

5—i 

CD 

o 


o 

Oh 

<D 

4 — * 

P 

CD 


<% 


O 

X 

CD 

H 


p 

5-i 

d> 

x 

5- 

<D 

P 

X 


p 


